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(3) As required by subsection 306(b), 
the Secretary may make a grant to a 
coastal state under subsection 306(a) 
only if the Secretary finds that the 
management program of the coastal 
state meets all applicable requirements 
of this title and has been approved in 
accordance with subsection 306(d). 

(4) As required by subsection 306(c), 
grants under this section shall be allo-
cated to coastal states under approved 
programs based on rules and regula-
tions promulgated by the Secretary 
which shall take into account the ex-
tent and nature of the shoreline and 
area covered by the program, popu-
lation of the area, and other relevant 
factors. The Secretary shall establish, 
after consulting with the coastal 
states, maximum and minimum grants 
for any fiscal year to promote equity 
between coastal states and effective 
coastal management. 

(b) Minimum/maximum allocations. The 
Assistant Administrator shall establish 
minimum and maximum state alloca-
tions annually, after consultation with 
the coastal states. 

(c) Allocation formula factors and 
weighting. Each State eligible to re-
ceive a financial assistance award shall 
be allocated an amount of the total 
available Federal funding based on: 

(1) A minimum share (established by 
the Assistant Administrator) of the 
total funding available for allocation 
to eligible State coastal management 
programs, plus 

(2) A proportionate share of the re-
mainder to be divided as follows: 

(i) Sixty percent will be allocated 
based on each eligible State’s propor-
tionate share of the length of tidal 
shoreline and/or Great Lake shoreline 
mileage of all participating States 
based on the most recently available 
data from or accepted by the National 
Ocean Survey, and 

(ii) Forty percent will be allocated on 
each eligible State’s proportionate 
share of the aggregate population of all 
coastal counties contained in whole or 
in part within the designated coastal 
boundary of all eligible State coastal 
programs based on official data or the 
most recent U.S. census. 

(3) Should any State’s base allocation 
exceed the maximum established by 
the Assistant Administrator, the ex-

cess amount shall be subtracted from 
the established maximum and redis-
tributed proportionately among those 
eligible States with allocations not ex-
ceeding the established maximum. 

(d) Use of the allocation formula. The 
allocation formula shall be used to es-
tablish base level allocations for each 
State coastal management program el-
igible to receive Federal funding. 

(e) Adjustment for phase down of Fed-
eral funding. The Assistant Adminis-
trator may adjust base level alloca-
tions as necessary to implement a 
phase down of Federal financial sup-
port. Any such adjustment shall be im-
plemented in a manner which gives 
some priority to recently approved 
State coastal management programs. 
Options for implementation of a phase 
down will be submitted to the States 
for review and comment. 

(f) Calculation of financial assistance 
award levels. Actual financial assist-
ance award levels will be set from base 
level allocations, any adjustments 
under paragraph (e) above, and in ac-
cordance with the provisions of Section 
312(c) and (d). 

(Secs. 306 and 317 of the Coastal Zone Man-
agement Act) 

[47 FR 21021, May 17, 1982, as amended at 59 
FR 27985, May 31, 1994. Redesignated at 61 FR 
33818, June 28, 1996] 

Subpart K—Coastal Zone 
Enhancement Grants Program 

AUTHORITY: Section 309 of the Coastal Zone 
Management Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 
1456). 

SOURCE: 57 FR 31116, July 14, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. Redesignated at 61 FR 33818, 
June 28, 1996. 

§ 923.121 General. 
(a) The purpose of this subpart is to 

set forth the criteria and procedures 
for awarding coastal zone enhancement 
grants under section 309 of the Coastal 
Zone Management Act, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1456). This subpart describes the 
criteria States must address in devel-
oping and implementing coastal zone 
enhancement objectives, the proce-
dures for allocating section 309 funds 
between weighted formula and indi-
vidual review of proposals of special 
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merit, how the amount of section 309 
weighted formula grants will be deter-
mined, the criteria NOAA will use to 
evaluate and rank individual proposals 
of special merit, and the procedures for 
applying for financial assistance under 
section 309. This subpart also allows 
use of section 309 funds for implemen-
tation of program changes for up to 2 
fiscal years following the fiscal year in 
which a program change was approved. 

(b) A coastal State with an approved 
program under section 306 of the Coast-
al Zone Management Act (CZMA), as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1455), is eligible for 
grants under this subpart if the State 
meets the following requirements: 

(1) The State must have a NOAA ap-
proved Assessment and Strategy, sub-
mitted in accordance with NOAA guid-
ance and 923.128; 

(2) The State must be found to be ad-
hering to its approved program and 
must be making satisfactory progress 
in performing grant tasks under sec-
tion 306, as indicated by not being 
under interim or final sanctions; and 

(3) The State must be making satis-
factory progress in carrying out its 
previous year’s award under section 
309. 

(c) If the Assistant Administrator 
finds that a State is not undertaking 
the actions committed to under the 
terms of a section 309 grant, the Assist-
ant Administrator shall suspend the 
State’s eligibility for future funding 
under this section for at least one year. 

(d) A State’s eligibility for future 
funding under this section will be re-
stored after the State demonstrates, to 
the satisfaction of the Assistant Ad-
ministrator, that it will conform with 
the requirements under this part. 

(e) Funds awarded to States under 
section 309 are for the enhancement of 
existing coastal zone management pro-
grams. A State which reduces overall 
State financial support for its CZM 
program as a result of having been 
awarded section 309 funding may lose 
eligibility for funding under section 309 
in subsequent years. 

(f) All applications for funding under 
section 309 of the CZMA, as amended, 
including proposed work programs, 
funding priorities and funding awards, 
are subject to the administrative dis-

cretion of the Assistant Administrator 
and any additional NOAA guidance. 

(g) Grants awarded under section 309 
may be used: 

(1) To support up to 100 percent of the 
allowable costs of approved projects 
under section 309 of the CZMA, as 
amended; or 

(2) To implement program changes 
approved by the Secretary for up to 
two fiscal years following the fiscal 
year in which a program change was 
approved. 

(h) All application forms are to be re-
quested from and submitted to: Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration, Office of Ocean and 
Coastal Resource Management, Coastal 
Programs Division, 1305 East-West 
Highway (N/ORM3), Silver Spring, MD 
20910. 

[57 FR 31116, July 14, 1992. Redesignated and 
amended at 61 FR 33818, June 28, 1996; 62 FR 
12541, Mar. 17, 1997] 

§ 923.122 Objectives. 

(a) The objective of assistance pro-
vided under this part is to encourage 
each State with a federally-approved 
coastal management program to con-
tinually improve its program in speci-
fied areas of national importance. The 
Secretary is authorized to make grants 
to a coastal State for the development 
and submission for Federal approval of 
program changes that support attain-
ment of one or more coastal zone en-
hancement objectives. 

(b) As required by section 309(a) of 
the Act, for purposes of this part, the 
term coastal zone enhancement objective 
means any of the following objectives: 

(1) Protection, restoration, or en-
hancement of the existing coastal wet-
lands base, or creation of new coastal 
wetlands. 

(2) Preventing or significantly reduc-
ing threats to life and destruction of 
property by eliminating development 
and redevelopment in high-hazard 
areas, managing development in other 
hazard areas, and anticipating and 
managing the effects of potential sea 
level rise and Great Lakes level rise. 

(3) Attaining increased opportunities 
for public access, taking into account 
current and future public access needs, 
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